
 

 

 

Seeking comments for Prospective Purchaser Agreement between 
Portland Botanical Gardens and Department of Environmental Quality 
 
PORTLAND, OREGON, USA, November 
25th, 2025 — Portland Botanical Gardens, an 
Oregon nonprofit public benefit corporation 
working to acquire the McCormick & Baxter 
Superfund site in North Portland, recently 
completed a draft Prospective Purchaser 
Agreement (PPA) with the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ).  

The nonprofit plans to develop research and education focused botanical gardens on a portion of the property, 
as well as a public greenspace along the waterfront that will include a new segment of the Willamette River 
Greenway trail, interpretive native plant gardens, open gathering space, and access to the river. 

A signed PPA is required for any future owner of the McCormick & Baxter Superfund site. The draft PPA 
under consideration, and which will be publicly available Monday, December 1st, describes the conditions and 
requirements to acquire the site and to develop it into botanical gardens. It also outlines DEQ’s ongoing 
obligations, including repair and maintenance of remedial infrastructure like the impermeable liner and 
associated underdrain, subsurface containment walls, monitoring and extraction wells,  and all components of 
the sediment cap that covers much of the property below the ordinary high water line of the Willamette River.  

The PPA is in the form of a Consent Order, a type of document used by public agencies to enforce terms and 
actions around remediation and reuse of brownfields (including Superfund sites), and which gives to the 
purchaser certain liability protections related to the previous contamination.  

Notable requirements in the PPA for Portland Botanical Gardens include:  

1.​ Demonstrate the nonprofit has secured at least $3,000,000 in funds before closing for the initial 
development and operations of the gardens. 

2.​ Pay DEQ at closing $1,195,000 in compensation for previous and future cleanup remedial costs. 
3.​ Adhere to site development and use restrictions that ensure the cleanup infrastructure is not damaged 

and will remain protective of human health and the environment as designed. 
4.​ Build and maintain a 10 acre public greenspace with Willamette River Greenway trail, interpretive 

native plant gardens, open gathering space, and access to the river. 

 



 

5.​ Create and implement a Tribal Engagement Plan, and update and implement existing Community 
Engagement Plan. 

6.​ Conserve riparian forest and maintain habitat improvements.  
7.​ Provide DEQ 200 sq ft of interior space and 5000 sq ft of exterior space in perpetuity. 
8.​ Conduct quarterly monitoring and provide annual reports to DEQ. 
9.​ Submit for DEQ approval 30%, 60%, and 100% design drawings and final construction drawings for all 

proposed development, and provide as-builts for all completed construction. 
10.​ Maintain perimeter fencing and overall security of the site (fencing can be replaced and moved with 

DEQ approval), and do not allow activities that negatively impact remedial infrastructure. 

The $1,195,000 in compensation will go to the state industrial orphan site fund, and at DEQ’s discretion the 
funds may be applied to further remedial action or habitat improvements to the riparian forest and active 
channel margin (between ordinary high and low water lines—essentially the rocky beach area). No proceeds 
will go to the existing owner, the McCormick & Baxter Creosoting Company. 

DEQ will conduct a formal comment period from December 1st, 2025 through January 30th, 2026. During 
that time, DEQ and Portland Botanical Gardens will host together three virtual information meetings where 
participants can ask questions and provide feedback. Once DEQ has reviewed and responded to all comments 
it will make a determination on the PPA. If approved, the Portland Botanical Gardens will have up to a year to 
close on the property.  

Learn about the Portland Botanical Gardens and its proposal at www.portlandbg.org, and about the DEQ 
PPA and Superfund site history at www.oregon.gov/deq/programs/pages/mccormick-baxter.aspx.  

For inquiries or more information please email info@portlandbg.org.  

ABOUT PORTLAND BOTANICAL GARDENS 

The Portland Botanical Gardens was established in 2020 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit devoted to the creation of an 
inclusive, community-serving and research based botanical garden for Portland, Oregon, a city renowned for 
its gardens, horticulture, and botanical expertise.  The nonprofit consists of a board of directors, a small staff, 
and dozens of volunteers working on planning, fundraising, and public engagement. 

Portland Botanical Gardens’ mission is to bring plants and people together and provide an immersive space for 
knowledge, community, and collaboration.   
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